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My Lord, 


dane I HINK my ſelf happy 


— ñ— 
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* 28 in this Opportunity 
of congratulating Your 
GRACE, and of giving 
the World of Letters 
Joy, at the ſame time that I have 
the Gratification of expreſſing my 


A 2 Satis- 
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Satisfaction in ſeeing ſo eminent a 
Prelate, who has preſided in the Di- 
vinity-Chair ſo long, and with ſo 
much Honour, at length promoted 
according to his Merit. 


Your GR ACE's Promotion to the 
Patriarchate will have the general 
Applauſe of the Church. of England, 
and is an illuſtrious Inſtance, among 
ſo many others, of Their MaIRSTIES 
gracious Care and paternal Affection 
for the Church, in raiſing up ſo many 
Worthies to be its Fathers and Guar- 
dians, in Reward for their eminent 
Services to the Common Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity. So many late Exam- 
ples of this Sort might be ſufficient 
(if any thing could) to ſtop the 
Mouth of Detraction itſelf; fince I 


believe it will be found, upon a Re- 
view, 
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view, that the Epiſcopal Order has 
never been filled before with ſo many 
able and worthy Divines, from the 
Reformation to the Preſent. 


This methinks preſages ſomething 
very auſpicious to the Church amidſt 
the preſent Fluctuations, and the At- 
tacks of Infidelity on one hand, and 
of Popery on the other. For thereby 
we may promiſe ourſelves a moral 
Security from being over-run by the 
Floods of either Party, whilſt there 
ſhall never be wanting ſuch real Fa- 


thers of the Church as ſhall be both 
able and ready to defend the Catho- 


lick Faith againſt the Attempts of 
Infidelity and the Inſinuations of Er- 
ror; and ſhall be pleaſed to make it 
a Part of their Glory to give Coun- 


tenance and Protection to all ſuch as 
need 
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need it, who contribute their La- 
bours to the Benefit and Support of 
the True Religion. 


The Pretenſions, or rather Cavils, 
of Infidelity have I think been com- 
pletely defeated and overthrown. Nor 
can I ſee what can be advanced fur- 
ther, with any Colour, from that 
Quarter. But the Invaſions of Po- 
pery are ſtill unreſtrained, and are 
likely to gain Ground more and 
more upon us. Its Inſinuations and 
Addreſs are as ſubtle as they are in- 
defatigable; and our preſent Situa- 
tion, as appears by a general Com- 
plaint, requires our utmoſt Dili- 
gence to fortify ourſelves againſt it. 


The Care of a Pariſh which I had 
lately, and the Influence of Popery 
in 
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in the Neighbourhood, almoſt una- 
voidably engaged me in ſome Writ- 
ings upon this Subject, adapted to 
the preſent Exigencies; the Reward 
of which was nothing but ſecret ill 
Offices, Calumny, and the bare Com- 
mendation of Superiors, which is a 
ſmall Incitement to venture, and a 
poor Requital for ſuffering real Da- 
mages. But as, Bleſſed are they who 
ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake, and 
are reviled for defending the Truth; 
ſo this is no Diſcouragement to me 
to proceed occaſionally in the ſame 
intereſting Cauſe, in order to exa- 
mine a very material Point, which I 
have never ſeen diſcuſſed, concerning 
the Exciſion of the Roman Church: 
a Subject which the late learned Dr. 
Grabe intended to write upon, as ap- 
pears by the Papers he left behind 

him. 
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him. But tho' I ſhould have been 
glad to have ſeen the Sentiments of 
ſo great a Man upon ſo curious a 
Queſtion, I'm pretty ſure, from his 
Notion of Antichriſt, that he would 
not have preſented it altogether in 
the ſame View that I have done, not 
confidering the Romi i Corruption 
as yet come to the Height; which 
notwithſtanding, appears demonſtra- 
bly a leſs tenable Part, and oppoſes 
the generally received Doctrine of 


Proteſtants. 
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My Lord, 

I humbly propoſe what J have writ- 
ten hereupon with a View of being 
better informed, if I'm miſtaken; of 
which none is ſo proper a Judge as 
Your GRACE. But if my Notion 


of the Matter be juſt; and it appears 
evi- 
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evidently founded upon Scripture, 
and is a neceſſary Deduction from 
the Nature of the Thing; then our 
Controverſy with the Church of Rome 
on all other Articles may be at an 
End, and our People will have more 
terrible Apprehenfions of venturing 
their Salvation in that Communion. 
It may be a Means of opening the 
Eyes of ſome in that Church allo, 
whereby they may repent and come 
out of her. This being the principal 
Purport of my Diſcourſe, *tis humbly 
hoped, that upon this happy Occa- 
ſion of felicitating Your GR ACE's 
long- merited Promotion to that ex- 
alted Station, to which Tou will 
be a ſhining Ornament, adding a 
Luſtre to that it gives, my Ambition 
of addreſſing to fo eminent a Judge 


in this Argument, whatever may be 
B its 
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its Pretenſions otherwiſe, can't be 
cenſured of Impropriety, ſince, My 
Lord, Your GRACE muſt be regarded 
as the Patriarch of Proteſtants, in 
general, whom the Tendency of my 
Argument particularly concerns; and 
I know that the Eaſtern Churches 
likewiſe will regard Your GRACE 
in the ſame Dignity and Pre-emi- 
nence. And I hope, purſuant to 

the glorious Occaſion of obliging 
them, and at no great Expence to 
any Particular, which I take this 
Opportunity of communicating to the 
World under Your G RAC E's Favour, 
they will give You a particular Mark 
of their Reverence and Eſteem, not 
inferior to that of their own Patriarchs, 


Your GRACE may have been ac- 


quainted, that not along ago I pub- 
liſhed 
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liſhed Propoſals for a Supplement to 
our honoured Countryman, Biſhop 
Walton's Polyglot Bible, a Specimen 
whereof is prepared to be printed at 
Oxford, the Uſe of the Univerſity 
Types being moſt obligingly offered 
me upon that Occaſion. But as a 
particular Account of that Work and 
Deſign is given in the Preface, De- 
dication, and elſewhere, I ſhall be 
excuſed from giving any further Ac- 
count of it here than as it occurs to 
mention, that one principal View I 
have in it, is to ſend a Number of 
Copies to the Patriarchs of the Eft, as 
a Teſſera of our mutual Communion, 
and in order to conciliate a Reve- 
rence for our Church, and a mutual 
Friendſhip and Intercourſe between 
the ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian 
World. For this Cauſe, belides 

B 2 its 


well to all good Deſigns. 
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its great Uſe in explaining the He. 
brew Text, I applied to the Ethiopic 
Tongue, in order to open a Commu- 
nication with the Abyſjnian Church, 
which at a favourable Juncture might 
adminiſter the much-wiſh'd-for Occa- 
ſion of propagating the Goſpel upon 
the vaſt Southern Continent, as well 
as of enlarging our Trade, of which 
I ſhall add no more in this Place, to 
what I have mentioned elſewhere 
concerning it. And upon this Ac- 


count, I have been adviſed to ad- 


dreſs myſelf to that Honourable and 
Religious Society, to whole Province 
and favourable Regard this Branch 
of my Deſign particularly leads, and 
recommends itſelf; and I hope will 
be its own Recommendation not only 
to them, but to all others who wiſh 


As 
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As I have ſubjoined a Specimen 
likewiſe of the Samaritan Text and 
Verſion, if Your GRACE don't think 
me already too redious, I will beg 
leave to add an Oblervation or two 
concerning the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
of which the Learned, in general, 
ſeem to have no juſt Notion, 


Firſt, As it is undoubtedly the 
ſame that was quoted by the ancient 
Fathers, it is of great Uſe in decid- 
ing the Point whenever the Hebrew 
and Septuagint differ; for it gives 
great Weight to that Side with 
which it agrees; and it generally 
agrees with one, except in ſome 
Interpolations of a recenter Date. 


Secondly, It is much elder than 


what many learned Men reckon it, 
for 
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for there is no Reaſon to give it 
a later Date than Manaſſeh's Schiſm. 
When he, being a Prieſt, built the 
Temple on Mount Gerixim, whither 
ſo many Jews of all Ranks, who 
would not put away their Alien 
Wives and ſubmit to a Reformation, 
fled from Jeruſalem, it can't be ſup- 
poſed but they muſt have had a 
Copy of the Law with them, or how 
could they adminiſter the Temple Ser- 
vice? And fince the Samaritans, as 
far as appears, have from that Time 
to this had a Succeſſion of Prieſts of 
Aaron's Line, we muſt conclude the 
Copy of the Law muſt have conti- 
nued with them from that Time to 
the Preſent without Interruption; 
which muſt be no other than the 
ſame Copy which we have. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Tt is not probable, that 
they tranſcribed this from Exzra's 
Copy, out of the Aſſyrian into the 
old Hebrew, ſince they had been all 
uſed to the former ; but that they 
either took with them one of the an- 
cient Copies in Uſe before Exra's 
 Reviſal, or found one among the 
Samaritans to whom they went over. 
And therefore, 

ON 

Fourthly, There h good Grounds ta 
believe it has ſubſiſted, but with 
ſome Alterations in Tranſcribing, 
from the Time of Jeroboam's Revolt 
with the Ten Tribes; which, accord- 
ing to the Law itſelf, and having 
many Prieſts among them, muſt have 
had ſeveral Copies of it with them 
alſo, ſuch being uſually diſperſed 


thro? every Tribe; and as great 
Numbers 
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Numbers of all the Tribes were 
never carried away in the Aſſyrian 
Captivity, they ſurcly preſerved ſome 
Copies of the Law among them. 
1 But what is more evident, the Prieſt 
ſent for to the King of Aria, from 
among the Captives, to inſtruct his 
new Colony of the Cuthites in the 
Manner of the God of the Land, when 
they had been infeſted with Lions 
for their Idolatry, 1s granted to have 
brought with him a true Copy of 
the Law, which had been among 
the Ten Tribes, *tis plain, before 
the Captivity, and which probably 
thoſe that remained behind, when 
wanting, wou'd procure of their Bre- 
thren of the other Two Tribes not 
yet carried into Captivity ; ſo that 
there 1s great Appearance, that the 
Samaritans had a true Copy of the 
Pen- 
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Pentateuch at the Return of the Jews 
from their Captivity. And who will 
affirm, that this is not, in Subſtance, 
the ſame that we have ſtill, which 
has received ſome Alterations ſince 
that Time by a Collation with Exra's, 
and by the Miſtakes both of Collaters 
and Tranſcribers? But, 


Fifthly, Its agreeing partly with 
the old Faleſtine Copies, partly with 
the Babylonian, and partly with the 
Greek, or what we call the Septua- 
gint, is a very ſtrong Argument for 
its Antiquity and Authority, and 
proves it to have been the ſame with 
the old Jewi/s Books before the vari- 
ous Readings and Differences of the 
Eaftern and Meſtern Copies were col- 
lected, and that it was before the 


Greek Verſon of the Septuagint was 
C made, 


1 

þ 

4 
1 


DEDICATION. 


made. And its ſymbolizing with the 
Greeks where they differ from the 


Hebrew, ſhews likewiſe a Variance in 


the ancient Hebrew Books, the Sep- 


tuagint following one and the Maſo- 
rites another, betwixt which the Sa- 
maritan may be regarded as a Mode- 
rator: and as I have elſewhere ſhewn 
that the Original Text lies betwixt 
the Hebrew and Septuagint, this may 


be admitted as a Third, or Referee, 
who may enable us to aſcertain their 


Pretenſions. As for the Tranſpoſi- 
tions, Additions, Repetitions, and 
other Alterations in the Samaritan 
Pentateuch, Biſhop Walton has given 
a very rational and ſatisfactory Ac- 
count, to which I entirely ſubſcribe, 


As the Samaritan therefore is of 


great Value for its Antiquity and 
Sub- 
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Subſerviency with the Septuagint to- 
wards ſettling the Original Text, and 
bears its Teſtimony to the Truth of 
the Hebrew Code, which, with little 
Difference in any thing material, has 
been preſerved 2500 Years among a 
People, who neither had, nor have 
yet any Commerce with the Jews, 
betwixt whom there was always a 
Capital Hatred entertained; if I may 
be ſo fortunate as to procure an Edi- 
tion of the Pentateuch according to 
the new Method and my Specimen, 
I would by all means accompany it 
with the Samaritan Text and Verſion. 


This Occaſion, My Lord, tis hum- 
bly preſumed, will in great mea- 
ſure excuſe me for invading Your 
GRACE's Time ſo long, every Mo- 
ment of which, in that high Dignity 

.C 2 and 


DEDICATION. 


and Function, to which it has pleaſed 
the Divine Providence to raiſe You 
for the Benefit of his Church, ought 
to be regarded as ſacred: and to 
conclude all, I will therefore retire 
with this further Expreſſion of my 
Thankfulneſs to the ſame ſupreme 
Diſpoſer of all Things for his Be- 
nignity to the Commonwealth of 
Learning, in placing ſo great a Ma- 
ſter of all that is truly valuable in 


it at the Head of it, and put- 


ting Your GRACE into a Capa- 
city as extenſive as Your Inclination 
(to give it a great Panegyrick) is of 
doing Good. IT am next to congratu- 
late our Native Country upon this 
auſpicious Promotion ; and the more, 
for the extraordinary Honour and 
Happineſs of giving us two Arch- 
biſhops of Ry; ſo ſi ingularly 

emi- 


DEDICATION. 


eminent in the Learned World, in ſo 
ſhort a Time as has elapſed fince the 
Revolution. Nor muſt I here omit 
doing the ſame Right to that happy 
Nurſery of Leatning, the School, 
which has ſent ont fo many excel- 
lent Scholars, of whom Your GRACE 
is the Kongo: as well as the eco 
ante dus, and where (with great 
Pleaſure I mention it) I had the 
good Fortune to tmbibe the Firſt 
Principles of Letters, under a Ma- 
ſter as eminent, and as happy in ſee- 
ing the good Succeſs of his Care and 
Inſtructions, as any Gentleman of 
his Function in the Nation. 


That our preſent Rejoĩcing may 
be as Laſting as it is Great, may 
Your GRACE live to a Good Old 
Age, accumulated with all earthly 

Bleſſings, 
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Bleſſings, ſtill adding Luſtre to the 
Reputation You have long poſſeſſed; 
and finally, but not without the 
| Regret of all the Learned and truly 
Good, when Full of Days, You ſhall 
be Tranſlated to a higher and bet- 
ter Seat, to receive the full Reward 
of Your Labours ; That You may be 
as much diſtinguiſhed in the Church 
Triumphant as You are in its Mili- 
tant State on Earth, is a Part of the 


conſtant Prayer of, 
My LORD, 
Tour GRACE's 
Moſt Duti ful, 
Moſt Devoted, and 
Moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Joun MAawER. 


ROMA MERETRIX. 
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ROM. xi. 22. 
Otherwiſe thou alſo ſbalt be cut off. 


'EN N as abſolute Terms as ſeveral 
= of the Scripture - Promiles are 

| delivered, there are ſome tacit 
Conditions implied, which de- 
termine the Event of them. 
This is moſt particularly and 
| clearly exemplified in ſuch as 
regarded the Jewiſh Nation. Notwithſtanding the 
Covenant made with their Fathers, and the ex- 
traordinary Prerogatives of the Seed of Abraham, 
which were alſo renewed with David, in expreſs 
Promiſes to him and his Deſcendants, that inferr'd 
a Perpetuity, we have ſeen their unhappy Poſterity 
ä | deprived 


— 
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deprived of theſe Advantages, which dependcd 
upon their Obedience, through their Inattention 


to the main Purport of them, and their reject- 
ing the Saviour of the World; ſo that Blindneſs 
in part has happened to 1ſrael, till the Fuings of the 
Gentiles come in. 


Noe ſhould any particular Communion of Chri- 
ſtians, collected from among theſe Gentiles, aſſume 
to themſelves the general Promiſes made to the 
Chriſtian Church, and boaſt of a Security from 
Error, and conſequently from utter Rejection, at 
the ſame time that they adhere not to the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, 2 ſtrict Attention to 
which could alone warrant and evidence their Per- 
ſeverancez might not one juſtly apprehend, that 
theſe Chriſtians were like to exchange Conditions 
with the blind and occaſionally reprobated Jews, 
whilſt the latter, recovered of their Inſenſibility, 
would open their Eyes and be again received into 
the Covenant and Number of God's People, ac- 
cording to ancient Predictions, from which the 
others incur an Excluſion? 


We have a Subject before us, where the Ap · 
plication is very obvious. 


St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans has fully 
aſſerted the Sovereign Liberty of God, in ſhew- 


ing 
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ing Grace to whom he pleaſes, of which he gives a 
particular Inſtance in the Vocation of the Heathens, 
and receiving them into the Covenant of Grace, 
in Excluſion of the obſtinate and harden'd Jes, 
who wilfully reſiſted his gracious Purpoſes towards 
them: And this he urges as a molt forcible Mo- 
tive to the Gentiles, to be greatly ſenſible of this 
unmerited Goodneſs of God to them, thereby to 
engage them not to be high-minded, but fear; not 
to be ſupinely elated, but to be cautious of for- 
ſeiting the Continuance of the Divine Favour. He 
clearly intimates, that the Rejection of God's 
ancient People is but temporary, and out of a 
moſt benevolent Condeſcention to their Perverſe- 
neſs, and the Neceſſities of the Heathen World; 
and that, at the ſame time that God ſhewed Mercy 
to them, in adopting them upon the Reyolt of the 
Jes, that ſhould be a means of provoking them 
to Jealouſy, or Emulation, and cauſe them to re- 
turn to their Duty, which he makes us hope 
they will finally do. Have they flumbled, ſays he, 
that they ſhould fall? God forbid; but rather thro 
their Fall Salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for 
ro provoke them (the Jews) to Jealou/y. And he 
further infers, that if ſo much Benefit accrue to 
the World by their Fall, how much greater by 
their Recovery and general Converſion, they 
being, upon their Repentance, to be admitred 
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again to God's Mercy in Chriſt, equally with 
the Gentzles. 


Then, after giving the Heathen Converts, and 
the Romans in particular, to whom he wrote, an 
Expectancy of the Reſtoration of the Jews, at 
leaſt, of a much larger Converſion of them than 
was at that Time effected, which would ſingularly 
redound to the Advancement of the Goſpel, he 
proceeds to caution his new Converts not to tri- 
umph with Security, upon their preſent Advan- 
tages, nor inſult the Jews, upon whole Stock they 
had been grafted; and tho' by Nature a wild 
Olive-Trec, by Inſertion amongſt the other Bran- 
ches, in the Room of thoſe broken off, partook of 
the Root and Fatneſs of the Olive-Tree, and there- 
fore they ought not to boaſt againſt the Branches, 
nor ſay, The Branches were broken off, that I might 
be grafted in. Becauſe of Unbelief, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, they were broken off, and thou ſtandeſt by Faith. 
Be not therefore high-minded, but fear. If thou 
doſt corrupt the Faith, and go off from the Con- 
ditions of the New Covenant, thou art as liable 
as the Jews to be rejected: For if God ſpared not 
the natural Branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not 
thee. Thou haſt a moſt ſenſible and adorable Proof 
before thee of the Goodneſs as well as Severity of 
God: On them which fell, Severity; but towards 

thee, 
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thee, Goodneſs, if thou continue in his Goodneſs : other- 
wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. Whereby it is inſi- 
nuated, that the Chriſtian Church in general, as 
gathered out of the Gentiles, might, and that ſome 
Part of it would actually, fall away and be cut off. 


Tt is further given them to know, in the ſubſe- 


quent Verſes, that the Jews, if they perſiſted not 
in their Unbelicf, ſhould be again grafted in to the 
Natural Stock, with a dreadtul Intimation, that 
thoſe, or ſome of thoſe who had been received 
into their Room, ſhould be retrenched as rotten 
Branches, to give Place to the natural Offepring, 
which ſhould be reſtored, and re-united to their 
Root, and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
which the Aliens had ceaſed to do. Hereupon he 
admoniſhes them to be humble, and not to arro- 
gate the Favours of Heaven, as confined to them 
in particular, and thereupon wrap themſelves up 
in an over-weening Security: For I would not, 
Brethren, ſays he, that ye ſhould be ignorant of this 
Myſtery (leſt ye ſhould be wiſe in your own Conceits ) 
that Blindneſs in part has happened to Iſrael, until 
the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in. 


After ſuch expreſs Indications of a Poſſihility 
of Apoſtacy incident to the Chriſtian Church, and 
in other of St. Paul's Epiſtles, an open Declaration, 


that ſuch a Departure from ſound Doctrine would 
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certainly enſue; one would be ſurprized, that any 
particular Society of Chriſtians ſhould challenge 
to themſelves an extraordinary Exemption from 
ſuch a Lapſe and Defection; much more, that 
that Church eſpecially, to which this Epiſtle was 
directed, ſhould aſſert ſuch a Privilege, excluſively 
of all other Parts of the Chriſtian Commonwealth, 
notwithſtanding, that ſuch remarkable Hints pre- 
ſage no Good to her Communion, and carry a 
very inauſpicious Look towards her future Con- 
duct: which has, to the Amazement of the Chriſtian 
World, too fatally verified and explained what 
the Apoſtle thought not proper at that Time to 
ſpeak out. Upon theſe Premiſes, we ſhall pro- 
cecd to examine a little, 


Firſt, Whether the Roman Church, by her ſpi- 
ritual Fornication, be not cut off from Commu- 
nion with the Body of Chriſt her Spouſe. 


Secondly, Upon her final Excifion from a viſi- 
ble Communion with Chriſt, whether we may 
not expect a Reſtoration of the Jews with the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles. 


The Apoſtacy of the latter Times is deſcribed 
by the ſacred Writers in ſuch Terms as import, 
not only a very heinous Depravation of the Chriſtian 
Religion, but a virtual Rejection of it, and conſe- 

quently 
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quently an Excluſion from the Rights and Bene- 
fits of its Communion. For the Explication 
whereof, we need but conſider a little the two 
Characters, under which it is repreſented, viz. of 
Idolatry, and Spiritual Fornication. 


1. Idolatry is the Character, in general, of the 
Heathen Religion, as a Departure from the Wor- 
ſhip of the true God to the Service of falſe ones, 
involving likewiſe the other criminal Character, 
which uſually attended it both in a literal and figu- 
rative Senſe. And we may obſerve, to the Shame 
of a great Body of Chriſtians ! that theſe two Cha- 
racters are ſtill united, according to the old Style 
and Import, without any Abatement. Now this 
Revolt of the Primitive World, from the religious 
Adoration of the Creator to that of the Creature, 
and their ſubſtituting ſecond Agents, and the Ope- 
rations in Nature, in the Place of the firſt Mover 
and Director, carry'd them off from all Commu- 
nion, and by Degrees from all Knowledge of the 
true God; purſuant to which, they were left to 
follow their own wild Imaginations, nor were 
vouchſafed any direct Invitations to return to their 
Duty, till the Reſtitution of all Things under the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation. And what were the deplo- 
rable Effects of this long Dereliction, but a gene- 
ral Condemnation, without any Refuge, but in the 
uncovenanted Mercy of that God whom they were 
willingly ignorant of ? Did 


8 ROMA MERETRIYX. 


Did not in like manner a particular Rejection 
attend the ſeveral Revolts of the Jewiſh People, 
when involved in the Idolatries of the Neighbour- 
ing Nations? Were not the Guilty uſually pu- 
niſhed with Extirpation, or ſome other correla- 
tive Chaſtiſements; or was not the whole Nation 
purſued with publick Judgments not much ſhort 
of utter Deſtruction? And for the Time, we may 
conclude the Jewiſh Church to have been in a 
State of Divorce or Separation, excepting the ſe- 

lect Number of the true Hrael which had not bowed 
' their Knee to Baal? And this is the moſt natural 
Idea we can conceive of the Crime, ſo often ex- 
preſfed by the Name of Fornication, and called 
going a whoring after ſirange Gods; which conſe- 
quently was a ſeparating from the Communion of 
that God, ro whom they had been allied. Idola- 
try therefore, in the Nature of the Thing, car- 
ries a Mark of Reprobation, and diſqualifies for 
the Communion from which the Lapſe is made. 


To apply this to the Chriſtian Church under 
the like Circumftances. | 


The grand Characteriſtick of the preſent Apo- 
ſtacy ſo long foretold, is a Deviation from the 
Primitive Faith, by giving Heed to /educing $pi- 
rits and the Doftrines of Devils, whereby Men are 
led into the voluntary Humility of worſhipping 


Angels and Saints departed (a faithful Copy of 
the 
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the primæval Apoſtacy of the Heathen World, 
and the firſt Introduction of Idolatry !) and the 
head, or chief Promoter of this SeduCtion, is de- 
ſcribed in the moſt flagrant Characters of Iniquity, 
Impoſture and Blaſphemy; particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Man of Sin, the Son of Perditios - 
who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is 
called God, or that is worſhipped z ſo that be as God 
ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that be 
75 God, 2 Theſſ. ii. 3, 4. He is further deſcribed in 
reſpe& of the Time and Manner of his Coming, 
there being ſome Obſtructions in his Way, when 
the Apoſtle wrote, which would not be removed 
immediately; and St. Paul intimates that the Chri- 
ſtians were well apprized what theſe ObſtruQions 
were, which we are now well able to compre- 
hend. Remember ye not, ſays he, that when I was 
yet with you, I told you theſe Things? And now ye 
know what witholdeth, that he might be revealed in 
his Time. For the Myſtery of Iniquity doth already 
work : only he who now letteth, will let, until be be 
taken out of the Way. And then ſhall that Wicked 
One be revealed —— whoſe coming is after the works 
ing of Satan, with all Power, and Signs, and Lying 
Wonders, and with all Deceivableneſs of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs in them that periſh, ibid. 5, 6, 7. Wherein 
is ſet forth alſo the Fate and Puniſhment, as well 
as the Crime, of his Followers, and all thoſe thar 
put themſelves under his Dependance. Becauſe 
tbey received not the Love of the Truth, that they 

might 
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might be ſaved. And for this Cauſe God ſball fend 
them ſtrong Deluſion, that they ſhould believe a 
Lye : that they all might be damned, 2 Theſſ. ii. 


11, 12. 


Now if we can find that there has ever been, 
or is ſtill, a Communion, or particular Society of 
Chriſtians, whom all theſe Characters will fit, 
both Head and Followers; nor would fit any 
other that is, or ever has been but That: would 
it not require a good deal of Charity in a Chri- 
ſtian, I mean a true Catholick, to believe that 
ſuch a Communion, ſuch a corrupted Body and 
Members, have any real and vital Union with 
Chriſt the Head? It is eaſy to know what the 
facred Writings have taught us to judge of ſuch a 
Communion z but how God will judge it, may 
we humbly refer it to his infinite Goodneſs, and 
Juſtice, and Wiſdom. But at the ſame time that 
we pray, as in Duty we are bound, that they may 
find Mercy in the Day of the Lord, let us be careful 
not to fall into the ſame Condemnation, threaten'd 
to thoſe who do ſuch Things, and receive the Mark 
of the Beaſt in their Hands and in their Foreheads. 


It is not therefore my Intention to pronounce 
any definitive Sentence, but to try to find the In- 
dictment; and when that is found, every one will 
be directed to give his Judgment accordingly. 
The Church of Rome is charged with all theſe 

preceding 
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preceding Circumſtances of Delinquency, and let 
us ſee how far the Accuſation will hold. 


I. The firſt Mark given us for the diſcovering this 
Myſtery of Taiquity, when it ſhould work openly 
and in full Virulence, is the coming of the Man 
of Sin, or Antichriſt, who would certainly appear 
as ſoon as the Impediment to his Deſigns ſhould 
be removed. Now the Primitive Chriſtians had 
it by Apoſtolical Tradition, generally received by 
the ancient Fathers of the Church, and we are 
ſtill further confirmed in it by hiſtorical Facts, 
that the Roman Empire was the great Obſtruction 
to the Appearance of Antichriſt, and with-held 
the erecting of his ſpiritual Tyranny, which roſe 
upon the Ruin of the former. For upon the Diſ- 
ſolution of the Weſtern Empire by the Gotbs and 
Vandals, the Biſhops of Rome found Means of ſet- 
ting up for temporal Princes, and uſurping upon 
the Civil Power; and upon that Uſurpation pre- 
ſently enſued thoſe Novel Doctrines and Practices, 
which ſo much deform the Face of the Chriſtian 
Church at preſent. From this Source have iſſued 
all thoſe Antichriſtian Enormities, which characte- 
rize the Apocalyprical Beaſt and his Worſhippers. 
From that Time, the Pope invaded God's Prero- 
gatives, and aſſumed the Names of Blaſphemy, as 
it was foretold he would, and thus, as God ſitteth 
in the Temple of God, ſbewing himſelf that he is God: 
a Character of the Man of Sin, which both his 

E Style 
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Style and Claims upon the Chriſtian World have 
challenged to himſelf, excluſively of any other 
Perſon or Order of Men, that has hitherto ap- 


peared. 


Whether Antichriſt has yet exerciſed his utmoſt 
Tyranny in the Corruption of Chriſtendom, is not 
much to the preſent Queſtion. Nor does it alter 
the Caſe, tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe the Character of 
Antichriſt to mark out a particular Perſon, and 
that this Victed One, by Way of Eminence, the 
great Antichriſt, is yet to come: Since it is ſuffi- 
cient to the Purpoſe, that he has had his Forerun- 
ners, who, to a Man, have conſpired, for a long 
Series, in carrying on the ſame Deſign, and the 
Myſtery of Iniquity began to work, and the great 
Deceiver evidenced himſelſ by the Characters drawn 
for him in the ſacred Books, at the Time, and in 
the Perſons before- mentioned. We have therefore 
manifeſt Tokens whereby to apprehend the Anti- 
chriſt, when he ſhould appear, and by theſe the 
Leader of this Communion has been arraigned, 
and ſtands convict as a Seducer and Maintainer of 
falſe Doctrines and damnable Hereſies. Let us 


then, 


2. In the ſecond Place, conſider what theſe Cor- 
ruptions are, into which he has miſled his Fol- 


lowers: and this will be another Mark whereby 
we 
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we may judge of the Condition of that Commu- 
nion over which he preſides. 


The Atrocity of theſe Enormities may be ſuffi- 
ciently concluded from the Character of their Au- 
thor, and the Manner of their Introduction, being 
after the Working of Satan with all Power, and 
Signs, and Lying Wonders, and with all Deceivable- 
neſs of Unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh. W hereby 
we ſee the fatal Conſequence of ſuffering ourſelves 
to be miſguided by theſe Lying Wonders, which 
bring everlaſting Perdition upon their Followers. 
And the Cauſe of their being given up to ſuch a 
Spirit of Deluſion is declared to be their wilful 
reſiſting of the Truth, and voluntary ſubmitting 
to theſe Errors and Impoſtures, the threatned Pu- 
niſhment whereof affords great Reaſon to doubt of 
ſuch Perſons being in a State of Salvation. 


But to conſider the particular Nature of this 
Apoſtacy or Seduction, will further evince the 
Guilt and Danger of it. And this in chief we 
find to be the dividing, with his Creatures, the 
Worſhip and Homage due to God alone. This 
we charge with Idolatry, and prove that we have 
very good Cauſe for doing ſo: For tho' not in- 
tentional in thoſe that practiſe it (as we hope it 
is not) yet it has all the outward Lineaments of 


Idolatry, whercby it was ever known in the 
E z World, 
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World, and as ſuch deteſted by God, and pur- 
ſued with his fierceſt Vengeance. For if the In- 
tention makes any great Difference in the Nature 
of the Thing, the ſame Exception will ſave the 
Heathen Idolaters, who have much more to plead 
in their Excuſe than theſe erroneous Chriſtians, 
upon whoſe evaſive Principles, I doubt it would 
be difficult to prove, that there was ever any ſuch 
thing as real or complete Idolatry in the World. 
Idolatry then, the Practice of it at leaſt, being 
the leading Error of this Apoſtate Church, we 
have very flender Grounds to believe her to be in 
the true Communion of Chriſt her Spouſe, ſo as to 

participate of the Graces and Virtues derived thence 
to all his ſincere Members. And this we ſhall find 
to be yet more queſtionable, when we conſider, 


2. The ſecond Character in which this Apo- 
ſtacy is repreſented ; and that is, of Fornication : a 
virtual Deſertion of Chriſt the Spouſe, by a ſpiri- 
tual Violation of the Marriage Contract. 


The myſtical Union betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church is in Scripture moſt commonly exhibited 
by the Idea of a Marriage, than which no Alli- 
ance can be more ſacred and inviolable. And the 
particular Members of this Communion are, at 
ſealing the Covenant, preſented to Chrifl in the 


Nature of Betrothing, with the ſolemn Stipula- 
tions 
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tions of Faith and Allegiance on their Part, an- 
ſwerable to thoſe beneficent Engagements of gra- 
cious Returns and an all- ſufficient Endowment 
entered into by Chriſt, the Head and Supporter 
of this Alliance. Thus St. Paul ſpeaks to a Body 
of Chriſtians, which in the Inference is applicable 
to every other Chriſtian Society as a particular 
Church, 7 have eſpouſed you to one Husband, that I 
may preſent you as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, Every 
diſtin& or National Church, as a Part of the Ca- 
tholick, and in Communion with it, is conſidered 
as the Spouſe of Chriſt, and in Quality of that 
alone, derives from him all the Privileges, and main- 
tains all the conſtitutional Characters or Requi- 
ſites of a true Church. Bur if any ſuch Church 
fall away from her Engagements, in the moſt eſ- 
ſential Articles, and fail in ſo capital a Point as to 
be guilty of a Violation of the Marriage Vow, 
that Church is evidently in a State of Fornication 
or Adultery, and conſequently, by vacating all 
former Engagements, obnoxious to utter Rejecti- 
on by Divorce, as our Saviour has expreſly decla- 
red in a parallel Caſe in the human OEconomy. 
Whether an actual Divorce enſues, may depend 
on the good Pleaſure of the injured Party: But 
our Saviour's own Determination in this Caſe ſeems 
to imply ſuch a Separation as a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence; which will be evident, if we take it as a 
Comment on the Law of Moſes in that Particular. 
| And 
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And in reſpect of the Church, if the Scripture it- 
ſelf has pronounced the Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation from Chriſt againſt ſuch a Delinquency as 
we haye deſcribed, and has charged, in the Spirit 
of Prophecy, any particular Church, now in Be- 
ing, with ſuch a Perfidy to her Spouſe, the Mat- 
ter in queſtion will be no longer dubious. 


That the Scripture has foretold, that the Church 
of Rome would fall into this corrupt State, is uni- 
verſally agreed. The only Debate herein, betwixt 
the Romaniſts and us is concerning the Time and 
Continuance of this Apoſtacy and the grand In- 
troducer of it. But we prove that their Account 
of it is inconſiſtent with Scripture, and can't be 
true, and found our Expoſition of this Matter 
upon apparent Facts, and their daily and viſible 
Practice, and have the concurrent Teſtimony of 
a great many Ages to ſupport us in it. 


Taking it then for granted, that the Church 
of Rome is already arrived to that State of Cor- 
ruption foretold in Holy Scripture, tho? perhaps 
not at the worſt: We ſhall next obſerve, but in 
paſſing, the Character given of her in the Reve- 
lation, ſufficiently expreſſive of her Crime, and 
the Puniſhment prepared for her and her Fol- 
lowers. She 1s there deſcribed as the moſt abo- 
minable of Harlots, corrupting all Nations with 


her 
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her Fornications and ſeducing them with her Sor- 
ceries; a Character, which, it muſt be confeſs'd, 
ſhe at this Day anſwers up to: A great Part of 
whoſe Crime is Idolatry, into which the Scripture 
aſſures us in expreſs Words, that the Devil deceived 
them. And if the Worſhip of Images, c. and 
of the Beaſt here mentioned, be pronounced by 
the Spirit of God to be the Work and Sugge- 
ſtion of the Devil, I can't apprehend what Di- 
ſtinctions, however nice and ſubtle, can bring 
theſe Image - Worſhippers off from as juſt an Im- 
putation of Idolatry as ever was faſten'd upon the 
Heathens. And what is more, it is alſo call'd the 
Worſhip of Devils, as it were to preclude all Sub- 
terfuge and Evaſion in this Charge. 


In what Degree of Cummunion with Chriſt 
ſo corrupt a Church can be, we may comprehend 
from the future Puniſhment denounced againſt 
Rome, the capital City of this Communion, whence 
all her Abominations are propagated. The fame 
inſpired Writer foretels, that when ſhe has filled 
up the Meaſure of her Iniquity, and the Time 
for the General Reformation and Happy State of 
the Chriſtian Church is accompliſh'd, then all 
thoſe Princes and Nations, which had been be- 
witch'd with her Inchantments, ſhall turn their 
Rage againſt her, in Revenge for her deteſtable 


Impoſtures, ſhall make her deſolate and burn her 
| with 
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with Fire. —— Thus with Violence, ſays he, ſhall 
that great City be thrown down, and ſhall be found 
no more at all. And yet more terrible is to be the 
Fate of thoſe who have been ſeduced by her. f 
any Man (ſays the Angel who pronounced this 
Doom) worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, and receive 
bis Mark in his Forehead or in bis Hand, the {ame 
Hall drink of the Wine of the Wrath of God. 
And be fhall be tormented with Fire and Brimſtone 
in the Preſence of the Holy Angels, and in the Pre- 
fence of the Lamb: And the Smoke of their Torment 
aſcendeth up for ever and ever. And that we may 
have Reaſon to apprehend, that this will be the 
Puniſhment of all ſuch as willingly receive the 
Mark of the Beaſt, and ſubcribe to the Antichri- 
ſtian Doctrines of this Church, all ſincere Chri- 
ſtians are moreover thus fore-warned and com- 
manded by a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, Come 
out of her my People, that ye be not Partakers of 
ber Sins, and that ye receive not of ber Plagues. 
Which, as it juſtifies our Separation from this 
Apoſtate Church, and evinces the Neceſſity of 
our departing from her, ſo it intimates the dread- 
ful Condition of ſuch as take Pleaſure therein, and 
perſiſt in it: From all Approaches to which, may 
the good God, and our Vigilance and Zeal for 
the Glory of his Son, for ever preſerve us. 


Having 
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Having thus ſeen the fatal Cataſtrophe of the 
Roman Church, we proceed now, 


In the Second Place, to examine whether, upon 
her final Exciſion, we may not expect a Reſtora- 
tion of the Jews with the Fulneſs of the Gentiles. 


After St. John has preſented us with the Pro- 
ſpect of Rome's terrible Downfal, he draws forth 
the triumphant State of the Church, as imme- 


diately conſequent thereupon. This he repreſents 


as the Marriage of the Lamb, for which the 
Church, his Bride, being purified from all Cor- 
ruptions (conſequently the corrupt State of the 
Roman Church having no Part in theſe Eſpouſals) 
the Conſummation enſues, the Spouſe being now 
preſented unto him a glorious Church, not having Spot 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; but being holy, and 
without Blemiſp. 


As the Apoſtacy of the Weſtern Church is the 
declared Cauſe of retarding this laſt general Call 
and Aſſembling of the Nations to the Marriage» 
Supper of the Lamb; fo the Duration of that 
Revolt is expreſly mark'd out in Scripture by a 
determinate Number of Years. Ar the Concluſion 
of this Term, we are then to expect the full Har- 
veſt of Gentile Converts; after which Diſplay of 
the wonderful Efficacy and Triumph of the Go- 
F ſpel, 
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ſpel, and upon a Removal of the grand Objection 
to their Converſion, which is the Chriſtian Ido- 
latry (ſo great an Enormity being moſt properly 


expreſs'd by a Soleciſm) the Jeus, tis likely, 
will be converted and reſtored according to the 


Promiſes made to the Seed of Abrabam, as we 
may collect from that Paſſage of St. Paul: For 
I would not, Brethern, that ye ſhould be ignorant of 
this Myſtery (leſt ye ſhould be wiſe in your own Con- 
ceits) that Blindneſs (or, Hardneſs) in Part is hap« 
pened to Iſrael, until the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in, and ſo all Iſrael all be ſaved, as it is 
written, There ſhall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and ſhall turn away Ungodlineſs from Jacob. From 
which Words, I ſhall take occaſion to examine, 


Fir, What is the Meaning of this Fulneſs of 
the Gentiles, which we expect ro come in. And, 


Secondiy, If there will, and what will, be the 
Reſtoration of the Jews conſequent thereupon. 


1. The Fulneſs of the Gentiles may be taken in 
two different Senſes, either of which will vindi- 
cate the divine Diſpoſal of Things, whether con- 
ſidered in themſelves, or in Regard to the Con- 
verſion of the Jews. But, 


(I.) The Firſt and moſt obvious Import of the 
Words, is a general or much larger Converſion 


of the Heathens than has been hitherto effected, 
which 
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which will introduce that happy State of the 
Chriſtian Church, expected to precede the gene- 
ral Conſummation. | 


It is not ſo certain that the Goſpel has been 
preached to all Nations, according to our Sa- 
viour's Command, as that he has promiſed, and 
the Prophets have foretold, that it ſhould be; 
He, That This Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhall be 
preached in all the World for a Witneſs unto all 
Nations, Matt. xxiv. 14. They, the Prophets, 
That He ſhould be a Light to the Gentiles, and Sal- 
vation unto the End of the Earth, Iſ. xlix. 6. That 
The Earth ſhould be full of the Knowledge of the 
Lord: and that in every Place, Incenſe ſhould be of. 
fered up unto the Lord, and a pure Offering, Iſaiah 
xi. g. declaring the Effect as well as Accompliſh- 
ment of that Order. But it is a moſt affecting 
Truth, that as full and expreſſive, as theſe and in- 
numerable other Paſſages of the Prophets are, of 
an univerſal Reception of the Goſpel, the Scrip- 
ture in that Regard has not yet been fulfill'd. 
And fince this was God's Deſign in communi- 
dating theſe Means of Salvation to the World, 
which all Nations ſtand in equal Need of; we 
may reaſonably infer, that God will accompliſh 
this Deſign induc Time; in conſequence of which, 
his ancient People, whom he has not finally re- 
jected, ſeeing ſo many Prophecies ſo illuſtriouſly 


and unexceptionably fulfill'd, will be converted, 
F 2 and 
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and fill up the Triumphs of the Meſfab's King - 
dom, when Jeruſalem bath been trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, 


Luke xxi. 24. But, 


(2.) Secondly, This Fulfilling of the Times of 
the Gentiles may be underſtood of the furtheſt Pe- 
riod allotted by God for their Converſion, after 
which there will be no more Vouchſafements in 
that Regard from a deſpiſed Saviour, ſince they 
have neglected ſo many Opportunities, or utterly 
rejected the Invitations that have been made them, 
And this may involve as well the corrupt State of 
the Chriſtian Church, as thoſe Nations which 
have entirely revolted from her, and others who 
never enter'd into her Communion. Thus, after 
ſo conſpicuous a Demonſtration of God's For- 
bearance and Long-Suffering of all Nations, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to the Knowledge and Profeſſion of his 
Truth, finding the Goſpel of his Son ſo ſlenderly 
entertain'd, and the full Harveſt of Converts 
gather'd in, of all ſuch as would come in upon 
the ordinary Means of Conviction, it may pleaſe 
God to remember his gracious Promiſes to the Seed 
of Abraham, and take the Vail off from their Hearts; 
which the Apoſtle intimates he will do. Then 
will they be grafted in again to the Stock whence 


they were broken, when fo many of thoſe rotten 
Branches 
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Branches of that wild Olive-Tree are retrench'd, 
which had occupied their Room. Then ſhall all 
Iſrael, or the Remnant, be ſaved, when out of Sion 
ſhall come the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away Ungod- 
line/s from Jacob, Rom. xi. 26. Then Shall the 
Children of Iſrael return and ſeek the Lord their God, 
and David their King, and ſhall fear the Lord and 
bis Goodneſs in the latter Days, Hol. ui. 7. And 
this leads me, 


2. In the Second Place, to conſider the Reſto- 
ration of the Fews as conſequent upon the Ful» 
neſs of the Gentiles. 


The Apoſtle's Declaration, that Blindneſs has hap- 
pened to [/7ael in part, only till a certain Time 
here prefix d, ſeems plainly to infer, that when 
that Time ſhall come, they will open their Eyes 
and be converted: Which is likewiſe the moſt 
natural Conſtruction of the Text laſt cited, and 
is indeed the direct Purport of St. Paul's Reaſon- 
ing, over and above the moſt pregnant Expreſſi- 
ons and Hints to that Purpoſe, in the Chapter 
from whence we have the Text at the Head of 
this Diſcourſe. But the Prophets are ſo expreſs 
and clear in fortell ing the final Return of the 
Fews to their own Land, whence they ſhall never 
more be ejected; which has never been hitherto 
verified of any Return from their Captivities, that 

it 
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it would be doing great Violence to the ſacred 
Style, to accommodate it to any other Senſe. To 
this Purpoſe the zyth, 38th, and 39th Chapters 
of Ezekiel have a particular Reference. And the 
Concluſion of Amos's Prophecy concerning this 
Reſtoration is ſo definitive, that it can't be turn'd 
off any other Way but by manifeſt Perverſion. 
Aud I will bring again the Captivity of my People 
Iſrael, and they ſhall build the waſte Cities and in- 
babit them. And I will plant them upon their Land, 
and they ſhall no more be pulled up out of their Land 
which I have given them, ſaith the Lord thy Cod, 
Chap. ix. 14, 17. Theſe are direct Proofs and 
founded in the Letter; which I ſhall now endea. 
your to eſtabliſh by way of Argument, ke 


St. Paul avers, that the Fews are {till beloved for 
the Fathers Sate; on which Account he infers, that 
they will ſtill obtain Mercy. Now the Founda- 
tion of this, is the Covenant with Abraham and the 
Promiſes made to their Fathers: I will eſtabliſ my 


Covenant between me and thee, and thy Seed after 


thee in their Generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, 
Gen. xvii. 7. And elſewhere, Men they be in the 


| Land of their Enemies, I will not caſt them away, 


neither will I abhor them to deſtroy them utterly, and 
to break my Covenant with them: for I am the Lord 
their God, Lev. xxvi. 44. As this Covenant and 
theſe Promiſes are delivered, without Reſtriction, 

1 
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in all the Characters of Perpetuity, we may con- 
clude, that they will be as fully accompliſhed as 
the Moſaical Law was; which was expreſſed in 
Terms of perpetual Obligation. Now our Sa- 
viour did not deſtroy but fulfil that Law in all 
the main Purpoſes of it, and thereby ſalved the 
preſſing Objection, that that Law was affirmed to 
be perpetual: Conſequently, the Covenant with 
the Sced of Abraham, which was to be everlaſt- 
ing, will be as punctually performed; but it does 
not appear to have been fo yet in any Circum- 
ſtance of the Jewiſh People, eſpecially conſidering 
their preſent Diſperſion. Conclude we therefore, 
that they will be reſtored to their own Land, 
purſuant to this Covenant, theſe Promiſes, and fo 
many Prophecies, when at the latter End of the 
Chriſtian State, the great Scandal of Chriſtianity 
being removed, they ſhall be converted, and, ac- 
cording to the Prophet, Return and ſeek the Lord 
their God, and David their King, i. e. the Mefſ- 
fiah, whom he prefigured, who will then, in 
final Accompliſhment of the Law and the Pro- 
phets, reign over his People 1/rae] in ſome very 
illuſtrious Manner, in Conjunction with his whole 
Church as gather'd out of all Nations. Till thar 
Time will Jeruſalem be trodden down of the Gentiles. 
Which Revolution may be ſoon determined, if 
we may compute by the Time that the Holy City 
has been in the Hands of the Infidels, 
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Many other Reaſons might be added for this 
Account of the Reſtitution of all Things, in Reſpe& 


of the Jewiſh Nation, and the Meſſiah their King: 


but ſo much may ſuffice for this Diſcourſe. 
Omitting the ſeveral Inferences to be drawn 


| from the foregoing, let me but juſt obſerve, in 


Concluſion, the Obligation and Motives we have 
to ſhew our Zeal, according to our Opportuni- 
ties, in contributing to the Propagation of the 
Goſpel among the Heathen, and labouring like- 
wiſe, as much as in us lies, the Converſion of the 
Jews; which is the nobleſt of Deſigns, as co- 


operating with the Divine Providence, in enlarging 


the Meſſiah's Spiritual Dominion, and thereby ac- 
celerating the Commencement of that glorious 
and happy State, when we ſhall be all gathered 
into one Fold under one Shepherd, and the Kingdoms of 
this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Chriſt, Rev. xi. 15. 


To whom be all Power, and Dominion, and Wor- 
ſhip, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 


* This Matter is more largely proſecuted in A» Adareſi 
to the Jews, now under the Author's Hand. 
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